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Spring is here and our Conservation Tree & Shrub 

Program distribution will be here before you know it! If 

your pre-ordered plants from our program remember to 

pick them up on April 18 or 19, 2019 between 9:00 am—

5:00 pm at the Monroe County ecopark on 10 Avion 

Drive, Rochester, NY 14624.  

If you missed our pre-order deadline, you still have a 

chance to get plants! Our Tree & Shrub Overstock Sale 

will be held on Saturday, April 20, 2019 between 9:00 

am to 11:00 am at the Monroe County ecopark. This sale 

is first come, first serve so get there early. Also, please 

keep in mind that not all species offered in this year’s 

program will be available at the overstock sale. If you see a 

plant you like, make sure to check back next year to see if 

we are offering it again.  

For directions to the ecopark facility visit http://www.monroecounty.gov/ecopark. 

There will not be household recycling hours available during our pre-order 

distribution (April 18-19) as there will not be any ecopark staff available. For more 

information and household recycling hours, check the link above.  

Don’t Forget Your Plants 
2019 Conservation Tree & Shrub Reminder 

The District would like to invite you to our 2019 “Farm to Table” Celebrate 

Agriculture Dinner on August 3, 2019 at the 

Clubhouse at Durand Eastman Park. Each year the 

Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District 

partners with the Monroe County Farm Bureau and 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe County 

to host this event to celebrate agriculture in our 

community.  

You don’t want to miss this event! 

All the food is from farms within 

Monroe and neighboring counties. 

The food will be prepared by a local 

catering service. There will be 

bucket and 50/50 raffles and a silent 

auction with various 

prizes donated from 

local businesses.  

Save the Date and Celebrate Agriculture 

Buttonbush: one of the plants 

offered in the 2019 program 

Some of the amazing food 

prepared at this event in previous 

years 

https://www.monroecounty.gov/ecopark/
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Best Management Practice Showcase:  

Riparian Buffers 

Riparian buffers are strips of vegetation (trees, shrubs or grass) planted next to streams or other 

waterbodies. By planting vegetation along streams, space is created between the water and upland land 

uses, which helps protect the water quality and stream habitat. Buffers present numerous benefits such as 

streambank stabilization, erosion and sediment control as well as provide much needed shade to stabilize 

water temperature.  

Most buffers are designed to have 3 zones.  

Zone 1 is the area closest to the stream and is usually planted with native water-tolerant trees and shrubs. 

This zone provides streambank stabilization and shade cover of the stream. Usually this zone is between 

15 to 30 feet wide.  

Zone 2 is the upland zone and is usually planted with faster growing, shade tolerant tree and shrub 

species. This zone allows sediment and nutrients to be absorbed and held in the soil. Fast growing plants 

are able to uptake and store nutrients. Zone 2 usually ranges from 20-60 feet in width.  

Zone 3 is usually planted with native grasses, wildflowers or other herbaceous plants. These plants help to 

act as another filter for sediment and nutrients. Zone 3 can range from 15 to 60 feet in width. The total 

recommended width is about 100 feet.  

Buffers can range anywhere from 30 feet to 100 feet wide, using 1 or all 3 zones; depending on slope and 

land use of the area. 

Graphic from D.J. Welsch, 1991. Public Domain.  
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The Genesee River is designated as an Evnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

priority watershed due to its impairment from sediment and nutrients. Originating in 

Potter County, PA, the Genesee River flows north to Lake Ontario, where it is the 

second largest contributor of phosphorus to the lake. High levels of nutrients and 

sediment degrade water quality and reduce the viability of habitat and drinking water 

sources. Land use, including wastewater treatment plants, septic systems, agriculture, 

and land clearing for development, are sources of pollutants in the Genesee.  

To best address these concerns, the Soil & Water Conservation Districts within the Genesee formed a 

coalition, agreeing to work together across political boundaries for the greater good of the watershed. The 

coalition was formed in 2016, and a coordinator was hired in 2017. Since then, the ten participating districts 

have brought in over $6.5 million to improve agricultural practices and reduce sediment and nutrients from 

entering the Genesee. Funding sources come from both state and federal programs, and foster agency 

partnerships including the EPA, USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), US Fish & 

Wildlife Service, American Farmland Trust, Western New York Soil Health Alliance, and the New York 

State Department of Agriculture, among others. Much of the money is spent in coordination with farmers 

working to improve their impact on the working landscape. 

Projects currently underway in the Genesee River watershed include several waste storage facilities for 

large dairy farms, cover crops, grassed waterways, and riparian buffers. The American Farmland Trust is 

running a program to determine the economic impacts to farms of improving their land use practices. They 

will be holding public workshops later this year. The coalition has two interseeders available for use to inter

-seed cover crops in standing corn or sow cover crops directly 

after harvest. This summer, the coalition will launch a database to 

track practices on the ground and help understand areas of 

concern and quantify impacts. Building on this information, the 

coalition will refine its strategy to improve the water quality of the 

Genesee River while maintaining its healthy and diverse working 

landscape.  

It is an exciting time to live and work in the Genesee, and the 

coalition of conservation districts will continue to work across 

boundaries in partnership, to advance the goals of this priority 

watershed. 

The Genesee as a Watershed Priority 

One of two Coalition interseeders 

Agricultural Plastic Recycling Program 

Local farmers in Monroe County are recycling their triple – 

rinsed plastic containers from agricultural crop protection 

products. Throughout the last few years, the District has 

worked with USAg Recycling Inc. to offer agricultural 

producers an environmentally “green” convenient option for 

disposing of their empty containers.   

Farms interested in participating in the 2019 program may 

contact Jeremy Paris with the Monroe County Soil & Water 

Conservation District at 585-753-7380 for more information 

and registration. 

In the past, the District has helped Monroe County farms 

recycle over 1000 lbs. of agricultural plastic per year 
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When you are buying a home, the amount of things that you have to consider can be overwhelming. One 

of the areas that often gets over looked is the potential environmental issues that can arise outside of the 

home. Below are a number of environmental factors that you should consider when buying a home: 

Topography and Drainage: Is the home in a regional low spot? Or, does it appear that the natural 

drainage in the area passes through the property? If so, your yard and potentially your lower areas in your 

home (such as a basement) could be wet multiple times in the year. It is always a good idea to look at 

what is beyond your property to assess drainage patterns. 

Soils: Soils are important because they can impact whether 

water can readily infiltrate into the ground and what plants are 

able to grow there. If you have clay soils onsite, you may not get 

much water infiltrating into the ground which can also lead to 

wetter yards. If your soils are too acidic, it may prohibit many of the plants that you would like to grow. 

The easiest way to get a general idea of what soils are like on a property is to go to Web Soil Survey and 

follow their instructions: https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm 

Streams onsite: Streams are dynamic: over time they all change flow patterns and adjust for different 

water volumes. It is possible for a stream to entirely shift locations on a property and it can happen over 

many years or in just one storm event. Looking at the area surrounding the stream can help determine its 

stability (large trees and larger substrate in the stream often mean that it is more stable). In general, you 

may want to give additional considerations if you are looking to buy or build close to the stream, along an 

outer bend of the stream, or if the property is at or below stream elevation. 

Lakefront Properties: Like streams, lakes can be very dynamic. There are many variables that should be 

considered with lakefront properties including: water levels, wave action, erosion, beach drift, odor, 

wildlife or aquatic vegetation die off, and high directional winds.     

Floodplains: Other than other potential insurance requirements, there may be additional drawbacks to 

building within a floodplain. To check your designated floodzone check: https://msc.fema.gov/portal/

search 

Ponds (recreational or stormwater): All ponds eventually require maintenance. If you are buying a 

home with a pond on the property, even if it looks great now, it will eventually need work to maintain. 

Typically ponds require maintenance every 15-20 years in order to properly function. Checking the pond 

depth, aquatic vegetation growth, and wildlife, can be good indicators of pond health. You should also 

check to make sure the pond is not a regulated natural water body: http://www.dec.ny.gov/

animals/38801.html 

Wetlands: Wetlands are great for 

wildlife and water quality.  Due to 

their value, they are often regulated by 

NYS or at the federal level. It is a 

good idea to check the wetland areas 

on your property to help in future 

planning in DEC’s Environmental 

Resource Mapper (link above).  

Environmental Considerations When Buying a Home 

The DEC Environmental Resource Mapper is a great tool when trying to determine if 

there are wetlands on your property 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/38801.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/38801.html
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Spring is just around the corner and you may be thinking that it is a good time to restock the fish in your 

pond. Our Spring Fish Stocking event provides a great opportunity to add more fish to your pond or to 

order other environmentally friendly alternatives to increase your pond’s health and aquatic habitat.   

What to consider before you order at this year’s Fish Stocking event: 

Are you looking to control the unwanted aquatic vegetation in your pond? If so, you may want to consider 

stocking Triploid Grass Carp in your pond. However, please note that in order to stock Triploid Grass 

Carp, you will need to first obtain a stocking permit through NYS Department of Environmental 

Conservation (NYS DEC). A copy of the permit will need to be sent to us along with your order form if 

you wish to order Triploid Grass Carp. For those interested in Triploid Grass Carp please contact the NYS 

DEC Fisheries Department at (585) 226-2466 or visit their website for application details. 

Are you having issues with algae growth 

in your pond? Before you add any 

chemicals that may harm the aquatic 

organisms in your pond or anything 

downstream, you should consider 

ordering barley straw and adding it to 

your pond this spring. Through a natural 

decomposition process, barley straw will 

break down in the water and release an 

enzyme that prevents algal growth and 

increases water clarity. It is most 

effective if the barley straw is added in 

the spring prior to the algae establishing 

itself in your pond. A general recommended rate is 225 pounds of barley straw per acre of pond surface 

area (about 5 bales). If you any further questions about barley straw or how it is applied in a pond feel free 

to contact our office. 

NEW: We will also be offering Black Crappie this spring at our distribution. For more details on Black 

Crappie information and care check out our fish program catalog: http://monroecountyswcd.org/Forms/

Fish/Fish_Catalog.pdf  

Our Spring Fish Stocking distribution will be on  

May 17 between 12:00 PM– 1:00 PM.  

The fish we will be offering this spring include fathead minnows, perch, catfish, triploid grass carp and 

others. Our order form will be distributed via email next month and will be available for download on our 

website: monroecountyswcd.org. 

Contact our office to be sure you’re on the mailing list and we’ll forward you the ordering details in April. 

If you have any questions, contact our office at (585)753-7380. 

Spring Fish Stocking Save the Date: May 17, 2019 

Resource Technician J. LaFountain pulling a barley straw order at a past Fish 

Program distribution 

http://monroecountyswcd.org/Forms/Fish/Fish_Catalog.pdf
http://monroecountyswcd.org/Forms/Fish/Fish_Catalog.pdf
http://monroecountyswcd.org/
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We Need Your Help! 
The District will be hosting the 2019 Envirothon Competition on May 16th 

at the beautiful Ellison Park in Penfield. The Envirothon event is an all day 

environmental education event for high school students to compete on teams 

against each other in various environmental topics such as wildlife, soils, 

aquatics, forestry, and current issues.  

We need volunteers to help with: 

 Event Set-up and Break-down 

 Picture Taking 

 Participant Management   

 

If you are interested in volunteering or would like more information, please 

contact our office at 585-753-7380 or mcswcd@monroecounty.gov 

mailto:mcswcd@monroecounty.gov

